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Rhode Island Men of St. Joseph 

The Men of St. Joseph is a Catholic Association of Men committed to Jesus Christ. This group is in its second year here in our parish and growing every month.  The men of all ages meet every other month for breakfast, fellowship and Eucharist.  On the off months, an invitation is extended to those interested in meeting in small groups to share their faith and support each other in prayer and dialogue.

Men of St. Joseph Prayer Breakfasts 

The Men of St. Joseph in this parish have gathered together every other month for a prayer breakfast following morning Mass, fellowship, a witness speaker, a guest speaker, and a short sharing/discussion period on a question, which reflects the theme of the guest speaker’s presentation.

Here is a sample agenda for our Prayer Breakfasts:
6:45am Leaders Meet For Prayer

7:00am Arrival and Registration

7:15am Morning Mass

7:45am Welcome and breakfast

8:25am Announcements  

8:30am Witness Speaker

8:40am Guest Speaker

9:05am Sharing/Discussion

9:20am Final blessing 

As guest speaker, we invite you to share your experiences and include examples of how Christ and the Church is an important part of your life and the life of your family.  We invite you to challenge the gathering to be good witnesses at home, school, work and play.  You were not invited to speak be cause you are the perfect role model (sorry().  You were invite to speak because we feel you are trying to live in this world as a witness to God’s Kingdom and we welcome you to share your joys, struggles, hopes and appreciation for God’s gifts with us.  We hope the material we have provided below will give you a sense of what the Men of St. Joseph is all about. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 

What is a Man of St. Joseph?

In our times there are many obstacles to faith, but a man of St. Joseph is a man who is seeking the Lord in his life: Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and you will find me when you seek me with all your heart. Our Lord Jesus came to show us God's love and so we discover our role as a man who serves the needs of other rather than seeking power and privilege (Lk. 22:25ff). However, this call is not a burden carried by the self-reliant, rather, it is a man who receives the support of companions who "encourage one another and build each other up" (1Thes. 5:11) and abide in God's strength (John 15). As a result, a man of St. Joseph is fulfilled by discovering and joyfully living out God's purposes for his life (Col. 1:9-12). In short, St. Joseph was the closest man to Jesus, and so like St. Joseph we are seeking to become men who are committed to Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

Men of St. Joseph, An Association of Catholic Men 
Committed to Jesus Christ 

· An Invitation: We Invite men to accept these promises as the ideals for their lives: 

· Dedicate your Life to the Lord:  Participate in Sunday Mass with your family 

· Grow in Christian Discipleship: Develop a personal prayer life and attend a weekday Mass once a month 

· Live with Integrity and Honesty: Experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation twice a year 

· Be Faithful to Your Primary Vocation: Pray and spend time with your family; singles: pray and act to change the world; priests and religious: empower God's people in the Great Commission 

· Meet Together with Brothers: Gather together with other men at an annual conference and seasonal meetings 
We Invite… 
· …men to deepen the call to Men of St. Joseph by committing themselves to participation in local parish men's ministry and small groups

· …men to accept the Second Vow to The Great Commission to make disciples of all nations: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And I will be with you always even to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20):

· …men to build up my local parish men's ministry, support and pray for my pastor, and use my gifts to serve the needs of my parish.

· …men to build Christian unity across denominational, ethnic, and racial boundaries.

· …men to share the Good News and become a witness for Jesus Christ in the environments of my daily life. 

· …men to become servant leaders to build up the Men of St. Joseph Our pastoral plan calls for us to offer men's ministries in every parish in our diocese. We are inviting Men of St. Joseph to share in the responsibility to build up the Men of St. Joseph by: 

· becoming part of a parish service committee to build up men's ministry

· becoming Point Men to lead parish service committees

· becoming Ambassadors to form service committees to build up the Men of St. Joseph in each region, and be part of a diocesan service committee God's Call to Ordinary Men 
Thanksgiving for the Protection of St. Joseph

O God, infinitely good, who created all things 

by Your love, ruler of the world 

by Your inexpressible providence, 

we offer to You our heartfelt gratitude 

for the numberless blessings You have given us, 

and in particular, for the special privilege 

of receiving St. Joseph as our protector, 

so full of love for our welfare. 

With the help of Your grace 

we wish to show ourselves worthy of Your favor 

by patterning our lives on the life of St. Joseph 

and thus fulfilling your will in all things. 

May we be worthy to be called true children of God, 

brothers and of Jesus, sons of Mary. 

Amen. 

(From Joseph: The Man Closest to Jesus, St. Paul Editions, 1962.)

Directions to our breakfast:
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